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In this, the 36th year since its formation, the Eastern Southland Basketball
Association has pleasure in recognizing the contribution that Don Masson has

made to the administration of the sport in this area.

Don Masson's acquaintance with the game of basketball began in 1959 when a

work colleague, Bill Nutsford, entered the Dalco team in the local competition.
In recognizing the advantages of height in the game, Don was persuaded to join
the team and first took the court as a player in the McNab Hall, the venue for

local basketball at the time.

For Don this was the beginning of an association with basketball which has
continued to the present time. His contribution as a dedicated club member
was recognized when the Diamonds Club, formed in 1964 when Dalco combined with

the women's team Hi-Fi, bestowed Life Membership on him in 1985.

However it is not as a club member but as an administrator for the Association

that Don Masson is recognized at this time.

At the Annual General Meeting in March 1973 Don Masson accepted nomination to
the position of Treasurer, a position he has held continuously to date, a

period of 18 years.

1973 was a milestone year in the history of the Association for that was the
year the decision was made to build the stadium in Avon Street. For a new
Treasurer this involved the responsibility of dealing with finances measured
in thousands of dollars and no doubt Don must have felt the weight of this

responsibility.

Don proved equal to the task and as the years progressed so did his confidence
in overseeing and advising on the finances of the Association now faced with a
sizable mortgage to service. For 18 years the books have been kept with
meticulous attention, finances prudently managed and all those who have worked
with Don know how zealously he has pursued any activity that could provide a

possible source of revenue for the Association.

In 1980 a meeting was held to investigate the possibility of running a Volley-
ball competition in the stadium over the summer months. At a time when the
Basketball Association was struggling financially, Don was quick to realize

the potential this venture could have. From the beginning of the Volleyball
competition in 1981 Don has given hours of his time to be in attendance, helping

where needed, and always making sure that the money was collected.

Apart from his role as Treasurer Don Masson has made many contributions to
basketball in Eastern Southland. Over the years he has maintained a record

11 activities in this area, in the form of press clippings, photos



and other memorabilia which now provides an interesting and informative history

of basketball in Eastern Southland.

It was on his notice of motion in 1982 that the stadium was formally named g

"The Archer Stadium".

Don's contribution as unofficial "minder" of the stadium is also recognized R

and his round the year attention has not gone unnoticed. pers.

The Eastern Southland Basketball Association has much pleasure in recognizing

the work of Don Masson on behalf of the sport of basketball and hereby confers T

Life Membership on him. e



